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Architect
of new
SPC

Johnnie B.
Mack:
Celebrating
90 Years

Chad Jones

The community came out to mourn the death of LaMour, India and Tehira Welch
Mon., Aug. 10 at Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ.

BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Everyone’s talking about the
new St. Petersburg College
(SPC) Douglas L. Jamerson
Jr. Midtown Center. It’s located at 1300 22nd St. S, and
is set to become yet another
notch in the belt of those
working to revitalize the
Midtown area and bring
back the fervor of the once
bustling 22nd Street Corridor.
In the heart of the Midtown community, the majestic building looms over the
palm trees lining its perimeter. The glass walls along
one side setting the stage for
learning in full view of the
community.
“He wanted to see learning happening,” said architect Chad Jones regarding
SPC President Dr. William
Law’s vision for the project.
Jones works with Harvard
Jolly Architecture, a Florida
based firm housing offices in
seven locations throughout
the state.
So that’s what Jones created. Instead of seeing a
replica of an old building that
could fit anywhere on one of
the many SPC campuses
spread throughout Pinellas
County, the Midtown Center
is unique in its conception
and was meticulously blueSee SPC, page 7



BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Three sisters: LaMour,
29, India, 24, Tehira Welch,
18, and a friend, Antwayne
Robinson, 25, of Garner,
N.C., had completed a fourday church convention full
of youthful praise, worship
and celebration when
tragedy struck.
They were on their way
back to St. Pete Sunday
evening when a Ford F-150

going east bound on State
Road 70 in DeSoto County
apparently hydroplaned,
spun out of control and
crossed over into westbound traffic crashing into
the rear of the Volkswagen
Passat that LaMour was
driving.
“We’re not really sure
what exactly happened,”
said Darlene Butler-Welch,
the mother of the two
younger women.
“They said it might’ve
happened around 5 p.m.
yesterday,” added Lillie

Welch, the mother of the
older Welch daughter on
Monday afternoon.
The entire St. Petersburg area was stunned as
news of the deadly vehicular crash hit the airwaves,
Tweeter and Facebook.
“I still cannot wrap my
brain around what happened…I just can’t,” said
Deborah Figgs-Sanders,
executive director of the
Childs Park YMCA.
Thirty-year-old Jennifer
Zuniga of Venus, and
driver of the F-150 pickup

truck, died in the accident
leaving behind her 6-yearold son who survived the
crash and was taken to
Tampa General Hospital.
The three sisters’ father, Pastor Ricardo Welch,
is the senior pastor of
Prayer Tower Church of
God in Christ. He and his
wife were in a separate car
and had left before the
women along with two of
LaMour’s three children.
“It is unimaginable. I
can’t express words. AnySee TRAGEDY, pages 3

Pastors meet to celebrate God
BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Pastors from all over the
Tampa Bay area joined together last month at Suncoast Hospice, located at
3050 1st Ave. S., to not only
praise the Lord, but to enjoy
a spectacular dinner in their
honor.
“I want to encourage
you to get up out of your
seat and network, meet the
other people here,” said

CEO of Ministry Event
Marketing Nicole “CoCo”
Phillip. She hopes to make
the appreciation dinner an
annual tradition and believes building relationships
within the community will
strengthen bonds and bring
help to those in need.
“When all else fails if you
have a relationship you
have access.”
Pastors and family traveled in the rain for the event.
See PASTORS, page 8

L-R, Nicole Phillip, Marlo Scott and the
late India Welch.

Johnnie B. Mack
BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Johnnie B. Mack has been a
staple in the community for
decades. Her life and legacy
was up for display for all to
see Sat., Aug 8. People came
from as far away as Texas,
Maryland and all along the
east coast to pay tribute to a
woman that couldn’t help but
touch the lives of every person she met.
“That’s a testimony to
how many people love her,”
said her son Kenneth Mack
who is grateful for every day
with his mom. “What do you
say for a woman that has
meant so much to so many?
There really isn’t anything to
say except that she is everything.”
A resident of St. Petersburg since 1958, Johnnie
worked for a brief time at
Mercy Hospital before leaving the field of nursing and
working privately as a domestic helper. She remained
in this position until her retirement in 1989.
The community showed
up to cheer on Johnnie as
she reached her 90th birthday. The Magnuson Hotel
and Resort was packed with
well-wishers all wanting to
show their love and gratitude
for the local icon.
“All of you are my family
here tonight,” said Kenneth.
He didn’t bother with arranging a seating chart for the festivities. “We wanted to make
See 90 YEARS, page 10
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REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Introspective leadership
Praise the Lord Saints.
My heart and prayers go out to the Welch
Family.
My family and I will keep you guys lifted
up in prayers daily.
I just had to post one more I ran across because, well, when you read it you will see why
and you should be thinking a little different
about these hoppers, jumpers, striders, and the
like. It’s not that it’s all bad but, “feed my
sheep”, I believe was the words Jesus told the
Apostle Peter, not entertain them.
A number of years ago, I heard an incredible guest speaker. I was among a huge congregation, and this man had every person’s
complete attention.
He was sharing vulnerably about his struggles: from arguments with his wife, to sexual
temptation, and even the way being a pastor
made him crave the spotlight. It was almost
shocking how much he was willing to reveal,
given how little he knew his audience.
“So you see,” he said after a dramatic
pause, “even pastors don’t have it all together.
We’re sinners in need of grace, just like everyone else.” And I thought to myself: “This man
has great self-awareness. He must be a leader
of great honesty and integrity.”
And then, a year later, I heard the same
man in another pulpit, give a nearly identical
speech. Same arguments with the wife, same
admissions of sexual temptation, same dramatic pauses.
And I had to do a double-take.
Observing him more closely, I noticed this
pastor actually seemed to be enjoying giving
the sermon, even when sharing about things
that should sober or humble any individual! He
loved seeing every eye in the crowd fixed on
him, even while he ironically was sharing
about that very temptation of craving the spotlight. He loved the way congregation members
came up to him afterwards, telling him, “You
are so brave to have shared that.”
It made me think. This leader has selfawareness, but isn’t something wrong here? Is
self-awareness really enough?
Our culture thinks it is.
We applaud the CEO who confesses his
impatience, insensitivity or temper—because
it seems to show he realizes those things are
bad and need to be worked on. In 2007, a survey of 75 members of the Stanford Graduate
School of Business Advisory Council asked,
“What is the single most important capability
for leaders to develop?” The top-rated answer?
Self-awareness. Know yourself, and the rest
will follow.
And yet, we often reward ourselves and
others too quickly for self-awareness, when it
is only the first step of growth and maturity.
When a leader admits his or her weaknesses in front of an audience, I think to myself:
“That’s great that you see that and can articulate it so well. But how will you follow that up?
What kinds of steps will you take over the next
few months and years in response to what you
just shared with everyone? Are you sharing because you want admiration—or accountability?”
Skill is not maturity.
And if we are sharing our weaknesses
without a healthy sense of sobriety and grief,
we have to ask ourselves whether our selfawareness is a demonstration of skill, intended
to impress. If we have no plan to follow up on

things we struggle with, is our sharing really
much more than a performance of words?
It’s similar to the parable Jesus tells to the
religious leaders of his day, in Matthew 21:2831:
“What do you think? There was a man who
had two sons. He went to the first and said,
‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’
‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he
changed his mind and went.
Then the father went to the other son and
said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’
but he did not go.
Which of the two did what his father
wanted?”
“The first,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, the
tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering
the kingdom of God ahead of you.”
Jesus calls out the religious leaders who
know how to ask crafty questions and answer
theological matters but do not repent and do
the will of God.
And how often are we like those religious
leaders? It is so easy to say we will do what we
say, because in so many situations, we are rewarded for our ability to communicate. But
skill is not enough, in God’s eyes. He’s looking
at our hearts, and whether we have the maturity to allow ourselves to be transformed. And
change of any significance comes through the
heart.
So where to go from here? I’ve found two
ideas that have helped me greatly in this area.
The first is to cede some control of my
image.
So often, my temptation to “perform” is
rooted in my desire to control and manage my
own image in front of others. I hate being misrepresented or misunderstood. So when people ask me what my weaknesses are, I often
tell them, “Why don’t you ask my wife or
friends that question when I’m not around?”
That way, I can’t just paint whatever picture I
want of myself.
Second, our challenge is to follow through
with what we confess.
That’s not to say we won’t continue to
struggle with things, but we can actively work
on them! So when I share something I need to
work on, I invite others to ask me about it next
month, next year and beyond. That compels
me to stay accountable, and hopefully also
careful about what I choose to say.
We should never mistake skill for maturity.
Yet this is so easy to do in many worlds, from
business to ministry.
If you’re a good speaker, and skilled with
people, you have the ability to use that to work
to your advantage. As our intelligence and
skills develop, they actually increase our ability
and temptation to seek admiration, rather than
true accountability from others, and transformation from God. That’s why we have to be
extra cautious, and always humble.
Till next week,
God Bless and Keep Us All.
Rev. Dr. Rob Harrison, PhD – pastorrobharrison@gmail.com, @drrobharrison
Chaplain - Southern Christian Leadership
Conference of Pinellas
The Apostolic Open Door Church of God &
True Holiness - 2800 41st Ave. N, St. Pete
PSFEC Board Member | DJJ Chaplain Circuit 6
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Unifying Our Community
Dear Editor,
St. Petersburg is my home and is the place
of my family’s roots. I consider this community
my family because so many of you have played
a pivotal role in my development and growth
as a young man growing up on the south side
of town. The same city that has been degraded,
defamed and doubted by critics over the years
is the very same city that has raised legends,
such as actress Angela Bassett; the late Councilman David Welch, pro-basketball player
Marreese Speights and a host of many others.
The beautiful thing about our community
is that we are more than just a myriad of neighborhoods, we are a family. A family that thrives
off of the sacrifices and debts paid by those
who marched, so that we may rise.
We live-up to the age-old saying: “It takes a
village to raise a child.” The beautiful thing
about our city, particularly Midtown, is that we
have been a haven for entrepreneurs,
churches, and city leaders for decades. We’ve
given others a platform to stand on and an avenue to voice their concerns with hopes that
others will be helped along the way.
Unfortunately, many of the elected officials
and community activists that we put our faith
in and cast our votes for have neglected the
very same communities that put them where
they are today.
I consider myself part of the next generation of leaders in our beloved St. Petersburg. I
am passionate about seeing my young brothers and sisters getting involved in the democratic process to make a difference in our
community. It hurts me to know that many of
the self-proclaimed “leaders” in our community that we have reached out to refuse to lend
a helping hand. After all, it is our generation

who must pick up the
torch and bear the
burdens of a neglected community.
It pains me to see
the black community
divided over an election. We have four minority candidates running in a single-district
election this cycle (District 7). Rather than banning together to ensure that the bureaucrats
do not win, we have chosen self-gain over unity.
We need to do as the “old folks” taught us and
support one another.
The time has come for us to lead by example. Furthermore, the lack of leadership and
willingness to serve has led to us becoming a
“voiceless” society. We no longer educate ourselves on the facts and issues affecting our people. Instead, we take others preconceived
notions and formulated opinions as our own
decision-making factor. Family, this must stop
NOW!
As the newly appointed Outreach Chair of
the Pinellas County Democratic Party, my goal
is to unify our party and our people. History
has proven that there is power in unity. We get
more accomplished together than we do separately. Voting is imperative and if we forfeit
that right, we cheat ourselves and future generations.
I firmly believe that we can become conquerors of our own destiny and restore our city
back to its former glory. If you are passionate
about saving our community and revitalizing
our city, I urge you not to wait another minute.
Act now, because tomorrow is not promised!
Yours in Christ,
Corey Givens Jr.

SPC’s Midtown Campus
Dear Editor,
I am certain that Dr. Bill Law,
Deveron Gibbons, Kevin Gordon, Tonjua Williams, Lema
Construction and a host of others have breathed a sigh of relief
after the successful ribbon cutting ceremony of the new Douglas L. Jamerson Jr. SPC
Midtown campus. However,
while the emotional, physical and financial realities of getting the building built is behind
them, the reality for the community is that the
real work has just begun!
In the late 1990s, redevelopment of Jordan Park and the 22nd Street Corridor discussions began with their residents and the
surrounding neighborhood associations. The
$27 million dollar Hope VI project was being
hailed as the catalyst for that redevelopment.
While that effort didn’t manifest the hopes
and dreams of residents and employees, like
myself who served as the Hope VI Director
for Support Services, here we find ourselves
some 18 years later with projects that have
been developed in spite of the missed opportunities that resulted under Hope VI.
It is my hope that as a result of the many
redevelopment initiatives that have fallen short
or simply failed to make any substantive
changes, that residents and business owners
within the south St. Petersburg CRA will not
allow history to repeat itself by allowing the
powers to be to lose sight of the vision to create
opportunities aimed directly at improving the
socio-economic status of the residents and
businesses located within the CRA boundaries.
I pray that the days of the backdoor and
side door deals of individuals who have little
to no interest in seeing the people or the businesses in Midtown’s socio-economic status
improve is something that happened in the
past and we gain a sense of determination that
it will not happen no more, no more, no more!
In May of this year, the St. Petersburg
City Council adopted the south St. Petersburg
Community Redevelopment Plan, which is a
comprehensive plan aimed at reducing
poverty in the designated redevelopment
area that is boarded between 30th Avenue
South to Second Avenue North, I 275 to the
north, 49th Street to the west and 4th Street
to the east. This plan has the potential to do
what Hope VI should have done!
However, if city staff and the Community
Advisory Committee does not acknowledge
that the current formatting of the CRA Plan
doesn’t allow for the level of long term accountability/sustainability, we simply will see
history repeat itself.
In a two part series entitled “Laying the
foundation for planning, Why God Calls Us to
Plan,” authors Dr. Howard W. Olsen, and his
wife Dr. Nancy Olsen layout a biblical framework for strategic planning. They lay out the
primary components of a strategic plan that
includes:
• Mission/core purpose;
• Goals (Specific methods for getting to
where you are going)
• Core Values/Beliefs;

• Vision (5-10 years where are
we going)
• Strategic Objectives (intermediate objectives or milestones
you need to accomplish to get
where you are going)
• Scorecard/Evaluation(measure and manages your strategic
plan)
• Action Steps (usually in increments of 30, 60, 90 day specific actions
The CRA must be viewed as a strategic
road map for reducing poverty. Inasmuch it
should have the following core components
that are consistent with those outlined by the
Olsens, and any other consultants who assist
organizations with mapping their strategic direction.
• The CRA redevelopment plan must be
formatted with specific goals, objectives and
measurable outcomes, which are related directly toward the overarching goal of reducing poverty. The plan must be void of any one
individual’s interpretation of what outcomes
will reduce poverty and which ones won’t.
The members of the community advisory
committee who have staggered terms must
develop an implementation plan that stands
on its own merit regardless of who comes and
goes as a part of this long-term planning
process.
• The CRA redevelopment plan must include a mapping of the human, physical and
financial assets that already exist within this
community, and once identified determine
how those assets should be supported to
achieve specific objectives prior to going out
with an RFP that will result in someone else
coming into the community and doing something for us at the risk of duplicating something that is already existing within the
community.
During SPC’s ribbon cutting ceremony,
Gibbons made reference to SPC’s earlier
plans to build a state-of-the-art childcare facility, however, through their planning process
questioned the practicality of that when there
were already two childcare facilities in place:
Happy Worker’s Learning Center Inc. and
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church within close proximity of the Midtown campus.
(The comment brought tears to my eyes.
Historically the African-American community
has had to suffer through all of the halfhearted ideas and plans that others have had
for us, with one of the casualties being our
businesses have close.)
• Lastly the CRA plan must include a partnership with one of our educational institutions with the capacity to develop an
evaluation component to the redevelopment
plan that clearly evaluates the plan’s effectiveness in reducing poverty within the CRA
boundaries.
It is my hope that for once and for all the
powers to be in Pinellas County can convincingly demonstrate that BLACK LIVES DO
MATTER, as evidenced in their actions and
not via sheer rhetoric!
Maria Scruggs
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Notice is hereby given that WestCare Gulfcoast Florida Inc. will receive sealed bids from
a General Contractor for the furnishing of all materials and labor for the construction of
a laundry room addition to 1801 5th Ave. N, St. Petersburg, Florida 33713.
All materials furnished and all work performed shall be in accordance with the Drawings,
Specifications and other Contract Documents pertaining thereto, as prepared by the
Office of Architect Ronn Ginn P.O. Box 11965 St. Petersburg, Florida 33733, Phone 727420-8557.
Bidders may examine the Drawings, Specifications and other Contract Document at the
office of the Architect Ronn Ginn, in addition to receiving one (1) set at no charge
[NOTE: Payment for plans is at the discretion of the architect, however if architect
charges the bidders, he/she may not bill the cost of plan printing to agency.] Additional
sets may be purchased directly from Ronn Ginn P.O. Box 11965 St. Petersburg, Florida
33733. Phone 727-420-8557.
A mandatory pre-bid meeting is being held on August 4, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. at the job site
which is 1801 5th Ave. N, St. Petersburg, Florida 33713. Sealed bids will be received at
the office of the Owner: Westcare Gulfcoast Florida Inc. 1801 5th Ave. N, St. Petersburg,
Florida. Bids will be received until 1:00 P.M. on August 14, 2015. A public bid opening
will take place immediately following the receipt of the sealed bids at 1:00 P.M.
All questions are to be directed to Ronn Ginn. The last date for questions to be accepted,
in order to allow time for the issuance of any addenda, is August 12, 2015.
Bids shall remain in force for sixty (60) days after the date of opening. Bidders must be
General Contractors licensed to do business in the State of Florida, pursuant to Florida
Statue Chapter #489, and in Pinellas County.
The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any informalities in
any bid whenever such rejection or waiver is in the interest of the Owner. Awards, if
made, will be to the bidder whose bid is most advantageous to the Owner; price and
other factors considered as determined at the sole discretion of the Owner.

Highway crash killing three rising stars stun St. Pete
From TRAGEDY, page 1

one knows me, I love my
girls,” the father told WTSP
10 News. “To lose my
daughters in this fashion
has caused a rip in my
heart that can’t be explained.”
India was a star on the
rise. Her voice was reminiscent of Mahalia Jackson,
but according to her close
friend Marlo Scott, she didn’t want to be known just
for her singing.
“She had a big heart for
the community. She wanted
to follow in her grandfather’s footsteps and continue his legacy of being a
community activist. Her first
priority was her church. Her
heart’s desire was to help
with her church and the
community,” said Scott.
Scott was getting ready
to interview her for The
Weekly Challenger about an
event she was putting together in January at Gibbs
High School, where she
was once class president.
“The event was going to
be a festival encompassing
family, community, social
issues, education and spirituality. It would have been
the first of its kind held at
Gibbs,” she said.
LaMour was also a talented singer who worked
as a nurse. She often performed at her father’s
church. She was very supportive of India, and according to Scott, India

would jokingly say, “She
should be after 24 years.”
All three sisters had a
close and loving relationship. Tehira wanted to be
just like India, according to
Scott. Partially deaf, she
took to fashion as a way to
express her creative side. A
student of art at Gibbs
High School, she would
have been a senior this fall
in the Pinellas County Center for the Arts Program.
The community gathered at Prayer Tower to remember and give comfort
to the family early Monday,
and again that night for
services led by Elder
Samuel Davis, the girls’
cousin.
The Welch family is one
of St. Pete’s oldest families.
The girl’s great-grandparents, Flagmon and Gussie
Welch, came to St. Petersburg in 1917 from Alachua
County. Their cousin, Pinellas County Commissioner
Ken Welch, has been keeping the public updated on
his Facebook page of the
services honoring the four
young lives that were lost.
• Thurs., Aug. 13 at 6
p.m. – Community Choir
rehearsal at Prayer Tower
Church of God in Christ,
1137 37th St. S., St. Petersburg
• Fri., Aug. 14 at 4 p.m.
– Public Viewing at Lawson Funeral Home, 4535
Central Ave., St. Peters-

burg
Fri., Aug. 14 at 6 p.m. –
Music and Dance Celebration of Life (Wake) at
Prayer Tower Church of
God in Christ, 1137 37th
Street St, St. Petersburg
• Sat., Aug. 15, Noon Homegoing Service – First
Baptist Church of St. Petersburg, 1900 Gandy
Blvd., St Pete.
The homegoing service
was initially going to be
held at Friendship Missionary Baptist Church; however, due to expected
attendance it had to be
moved to a larger church.
Ways to help
• Donations to defray
the cost of the funeral can
be made online at www.gofundme.com/welchangels
• Cash or check donations can be made at any
Tampa Bay TD Bank location, with a check payable
to the Welch Angels Fund.
Contact Carolyn Riggins
727-866-7903
• A scholarship fund for
the surviving children has
been set up at Achieva
Credit Union c/o C & M
Welch Foundation, 3629
11th Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33713
On behalf of Pastor Ricardo Welch, Darlene, Lillie
and the Welch family, we
sincerely thank you for
your extraordinary love
and support. Please continue to lift us up in prayer.
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WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY, FSB, NOT IN ITS
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS TRUSTEE FOR THE
PRIMESTAR-H FUND I TRUST
Plaintiff,
vs.
CASE NO.: 12-005630-CI
Kathy A. Thompson, et al.,,
Defendants.
_____________________________________________/
NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 45
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN Pursuant to a Final Judgment of Foreclosure
dated May 27, 2015, and entered in Case No. 12-005630-CI of the Circuit
Court of the Sixth Judicial Circuit in and for Pinellas County, Florida in which
WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY, FSB, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS TRUSTEE FOR THE PRIMESTAR-H FUND I TRUST, is the Plaintiff and Kathy A. Thompson; Cypress
Trace North Association, Inc.; Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems
Inc.; are defendants, Ken Burke, Clerk of the Court, will sell to the highest and
best bidder for cash in/on Sale to be conducted online at www.pinellas.realforeclose.com. Public computer terminals will be available for use during sales
in the Clerk’s Offices located in the back of the Official Records Department
of the Clearwater Courthouse at 315 Court St, Room 163, and the Judicial
Building in St. Petersburg at 545 1st Ave. North. in accordance with chapter
45 Florida Statutes, Pinellas County, Florida at 10:00 am on the 25th day of
August, 2015, the following described property as set forth in said Final Judgment of Foreclosure:
THAT CERTAIN CONDOMINIUM PARCEL COMPOSED OF UNIT
NO. 2103, AND AN UNDIVIDED INTEREST OR SHARE IN THE
COMMON ELEMENTS APPURTENANT THERETO, IN ACCORDANCE WITH, AND SUBJECT TO THE COVENANTS, CONDITIONS, RESTRICTIONS, EASEMENTS, TERMS AND OTHER
PROVISIONS OF THE DECLARATION OF CONDOMINIUM OF
CYPRESS TRACE NORTH. CONDOMINIUM, AS RECORDED IN
O.R. BOOK 5510, PAGE 1765, AND ANY AMENDMENTS THERETO,
AND THE PLAT THEREOF. AS RECORDED IN CONDOMINIUM
PLAT BOOK 68, PAGES 28 THROUGH 37, CONDOMINIUM PLAT
BOOK 68, PAGES 101 AND 102, CONDOMINIUM PLAT BOOK 71,
PAGES 80 AND 81 AND OTHER AMENDMENTS MADE THERETO,
PUBLIC RECORDS OF PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Property address: 1717 LAKE CYPRESS DR UNIT 2103, SAFETY HARBOR, FL 34695
Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other
than the property owner as of the date of the Lis Pendens must file a claim
within 60 days after the sale.
/s/

Damian Waldman, Esq.

• Damian G. Waldman, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 0090502
• Ezra Scrivanich, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 28415
Law Offices of Damian G. Waldman, P.A.
14010 Roosevelt Blvd., Ste. 701
Clearwater, Florida 33762
Telephone: (727) 538-4160
Facsimile: (727) 240-4972
Email 1: damian@dwaldmanlaw.com
Email 2: ezra@dwaldmanlaw.com
E-Service: service@dwaldmanlaw.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff
SERVICE LIST
Wilmington Savings Fund Society, FSB
c/o Law Offices of Damian G. Waldman, P.A.
14010 Roosevelt Blvd., Ste. 701
Clearwater, FL 33762
service@dwaldmanlaw.com
Kathy A. Thompson
c/o Andrew M. Lyons, Esq.
4103 Little Rd.
New Port Richey, FL 34655
pleadings@lyonslawgroup.com
Cypress Trace North Association, Inc.
c/o Steven H. Mezer, Esq.
PO Box 3913
Tampa, FL 33601
smezer@bushross.com
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems Inc.
c/o CT Corporation Systems
1200 South Pine Island Rd
Plantation, FL 33324










 
 
 

In the Circuit Court for the sixth Judicial Circuit
in and for Pinellas County, Florida
civil Division

  
 
   
  
 



**See Americans with Disabilities Act**
If you are a person with a disability who needs an accommodation in
order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you,
to the provision of certain assistance. Please contact: Human Rights Office
400 S. Ft. Harrison Ave., Ste. 500, Clearwater, FL 33756 Phone:
727.464.4062 V/TDD Or 711 for the hearing impaired. Contact should be
initiated at least seven days before the scheduled court appearance, or immediately upon receiving this notification if the time before the scheduled
appearance is less than seven days.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
THE RECENT LOSSES OF CHARLESTON, S.C.
ASALH MOURNS THIS TERRIBLE TRAGEDY

99 years of living well
BY PUNEET SANDHU
Staff Writer

SEMINAR and DISCUSSION and COMPLIMENTARY
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST –PUBLIC INVITED!

MOTHER EMMANUEL AME

WHY CHARLESTON ?

An exciting panel of experts,
including Dr. Ray Arsenault,
Rev. James Golden and Ms Sandra
Gadsden will Explore Charleston,
S.C., A.M.E. Church history and
the results of the tragedy on
Aug. 22, Sat., 10 a.m., at Carter G.
Woodson African American
Museum. Come join the
Association for the Study of
African American Life and History
(ASALH), St. Petersburg Branch,
for this seminar.
Come at 9:30 a.m. to watch a
video interview of Rev. Pinckney
by Dr. Louis Gates

ST. PETERSBURG —
Essie Pickett has lived a
long life surrounded by
friends and family. To celebrate Pickett’s 99th birthday, four generations of
her family came together
for a dinner and reception
at the Marriott Hotel.
“We had a full-course
birthday dinner for her,”
Ann Ingram, one of Pickett’s daughters, said. “It
was almost semi-formal,
but not completely, everybody was dressed like
they were going to
church.”
Pickett was born July
16, 1916, in Vienna, Ga., to
the late James and Roxy
Dixon. Growing up, she
had 10 siblings and was
the eldest of the daughters.
“Her mother passed
away at a very early age,
leaving a lot of responsibility on her as the oldest
daughter,” Ingram said.
Pickett’s father was a
sharecropper and as such,
Pickett had many extra
chores on the farm, including
picking
cotton,
peanuts and watermelons.
She helped out on the
farm both before and after
school, but still attended
high school fulltime.
“The fun part of the
work was doing what all
children do best, busting
the watermelon and eating
the heart out of them,” Ingram said.
Pickett married young
and moved to St. Petersburg with her husband.
She was married twice
and has four children,
seven
grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
even great-great-grandchildren.
“She was a devoted
wife and mother, remaining a housewife until the
children became of school
age. During this time she
put to use all of the skills
she learned while on the
farm, which led to her passion for cooking,” Ingram
said.
Pickett helped with
family finances by being a
domestic worker for most
of her life, helping others
with tasks such as cooking
and cleaning.
“We were reminiscing
on her birthday and talked
about how even when she
would come home from
work, she always found
the time to play games
with us,” Ingram said. “Because she played outside
with her children, other

   
   


children would come to
join in and play also. We
called her Ma’ Dear and so
did all the other kids, and
it has stuck with her to
this day. We and all the
other kids still call her Ma’
Dear.”
Throughout her life,
Pickett retained her passion for cooking and eventually attended a cooking
school. “She just likes to
cook, that’s her thing,” Ingram said. “She’s an excellent cook. And she
sometimes now even
cooks.”
According to Ingram,
pastries are her mother’s
specialty.
Pickett also loves to
travel. “She’s been on
cruises to the Bahamas
and she’s been to Germany,” Ingram said.
“We’ve been to Virginia,
North Carolina, Maryland, to Kentucky—we’ve
been to a lot of different
states to take her on vaca-

tion. She travels with her
children to visit her
grandchildren and her
great-grandchildren.”
Reflecting on the difference between life today
and life as she knew it
growing up, Pickett told
Ingram that children
today are much more
wasteful.
“She told us how she
used to milk the cow and
churn the butter, and in
the 40s how she stood in
line to get rations [of] butter and sugar,” Ingram
said. “She also stood in
line to get stockings and
socks.”
Both of Pickett’s husbands are deceased, but
she lives with one of her
daughters
here
and
spends most of her time
cooking and reading newspapers. Ingram said that
her mother is in very good
health for her age.
“She’s deaf, but otherwise she has no major

health concerns,” Ingram
said.
According to Ingram,
Pickett has healthy eating
habits, which may have
contributed to her long
life, but added that she still
enjoys desserts, her favorite being sweet potato
pie.
Ingram related a question to her mother about
her advice for a long and
healthy life.
“Trusting in God. Hard
work has never hurt anyone. Living a clean life and
not burning candles on
both
ends,”
Pickett
replied.

    
   
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

   
    

     
 
   
 
 
 
 
  

  

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Gibbs Class of 1968 celebrates coming of age
BY VALERIE B. WILLIAMS
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Gibbs High School Class
of 1968, Incorporated threw a
three-day birthday celebration, July 31–Aug. 2 for their
baby boomers born in 1950.
All gala events were held
at the Magnuson Marina
Cove Resort, where rites of
passage were confirmed. We
have the right to Social Security, the right to be called a
senior citizen, the right to be
a member of the elite group of
the American Association of
Retired Persons (AARP) and
the right to live each day to
the fullest without explanation.
Classmates and guests
ushered in the celebration
with the theme of “’65 All The
Way Live.” A three by 10 foot
brightly themed banner and
colorful balloons greeted the
guests. Each evening guests
were greeted by Sylvia Wells
Moore, class president and
the invocation given by Alvin
Frazier, class chaplain.
There was no shortage of
fun, fellowship and food as
each night had its own
theme.
Friday’s theme was
“Throwback Friday” and
many classmates turned
back the hands of time when
they showed up in hippie attire from the 60s. How cool
was that? Bellbottom jeans,
chevron psychedelic pants,
colorful dashikis, afro puffs,
afros, platform shoes and
large hoop earrings were the
order of the evening.
The line-up of entertainers included four sensational
acts:

• The Sisters 5 (lead
singer, Maxine WilliamsSalter, background singers
Ethel Robinson, Ponsina
Rimes, Jeanette Albritton,
Maryann Price) lip-synching
to “Something He Can Feel”
by En Vogue.
• Solstice, a new group
(Valerie Williams, Pearl Chatman, Fredde Evans, Edna
Barnes and Margie Scott)
performed their interpretation of “Please Mr. Postman”
by Mary Wells.
• Lip-sync group, Unchanged (Cecil Odom, lead,
Johnny Edwards, Charles
McNorton and George Lancaster) performed the Temptations memorable song “My
Girl.”
• The main attraction of
the evening was the big name
act “One In A Million You” by
Larry Graham, performed by
Gordon Sellers from Atlanta,
Ga., which he dedicated to
his class.
Sellers’ performance garnished him a standing ovation, and all acts received an
overwhelming applause. The
evening was topped off by
music from DJ Bland and
guests dancing the night
away Soul Train style.
A full service meal was
served that included southern fried chicken and fish,
baked chicken, fish, and ham,
garden vegetables and green
salad.
Saturday’s celebration
was entitled “An Evening In
Black & White.” As you can
guess, black and white was
the dress code. As guests arrived they marveled at how
beautifully the ballroom had
been transformed to a black
and white wonderland full of

balloons, lace accent table
toppers, white floral candle
arrangements with black accents and crystal vases on the
accent serving tables. The
night was full of surprises as
the evening flowed.
Sellers wrote a poem that
highlighted events that transpired in 1968. Birthday
guest were given a birthday
gift of a 58-inch golf umbrella
with the class logo, which
was very appropriate for the
rainy weekend. Each board
member had an opportunity
to share in the cutting of the
birthday cakes, and special
recognition was given to deceased classmates.
Everyone enjoyed chefcarved-to-order roast beef au
jus, spiral ham, Chicken
Marsala, fresh fruit, baked
potatoes, yellow rice, garden
vegetables and strawberry,
pineapple and cream cheese
pecan cakes. After dinner,
guests put on their dancing
shoes and danced to the
sounds of DJ Ricky and Sam
Brown. The room was filled
with smiles and laughter as
we looked forward to Sunday’s worship service.
“Praising God For Where
He Has Brought Us From”
was the theme for Sunday’s
Praise and Worship Service.
The worship experience message was rooted in Faith,
Hope and Charity (Love)
from I Corinthians 13. Faye
Hines served as moderator.
Class members Barbara
Jackson-Faith, Cecil OdomHope and Nancy HolcombeLove, all provided spiritual
revelation. Yvonne Carr,
soloist provided musical inspiration along with Elder
Wayne Hilliard who served

as our Praise Team Leader.
At the culmination of the
worship program, this writer
communicated the board’s
unanimous decision for the
class to pledge $500 annually
to Gibbs Senior High School
on behalf of the Gibbs Class
of 1968, Inc. during their
Spring Annual Scholarship
Program.
The first pledge will be issued in this month to the athletic department. Subsequent
pledges may be awarded to
other school departments at
the discretion of the board.
A “Sunday’s Best” meal of
turkey, ham, fish, yams, macaroni and cheese, collard
greens, corn bread, yellow
rice and cake was served to
the guest for their enjoyment.
When it was all said and
done, after all the smiling,
dancing, laughing, hugging,
singing and talking, it was
agreed that we are 65 and All
The Way Live. After three
days of birthday celebration
we recognize being 65 has its
perks and we have earned
the rite of passage to seniorhood.
“To dance like no one’s
watching, sing like no one’s
listening, love like you have
never been hurt, live as
though heaven is on earth.”






“A Good Education
Begins With Good VISION”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Chad Jones: Building St. Pete
From SPC, page 1

printed to fit into a traditional and historic neighborhood
while
also
portraying a technologically savvy side.
“When I take a step
back and look at the design
I think it really does fit into
the context of what 22nd
Street is trying to do,” said
Jones. “It speaks to the history of what used to be
there, yet at the same time
is very fresh.”
Five years in the making, SPC’s new learning
center has been a pivotal
turning point in Jones’ career and a huge learning
experience as well. At just
26 when first taking on the
project, Jones found himself in the lead role flying
solo as he drew up the
plans, worked with contractors and coordinated with
other consultants.
“I basically took it from
beginning to end,” he said
proud of the outcome and
for the opportunity to expand his knowledge base in
previously untested waters.
Adept in many areas of
the construction process,
Jones previously worked on
the SPC Ethics and Social
Science building in Clearwater as the project manager. He also prepared the
construction documents. It
was similar in size and nature to what everyone

wanted to see constructed
in Midtown, so Jones felt
confident in his abilities to
pull off a spectacular building again.
However until its completion, he didn’t quite realize the impact it would
make for long-term residents.
“I was so caught up in
the whole process and trying to make sure it came
out great, it wasn’t until the
grand opening that I was
able to step back and see
what it actually meant to the
community,”
explained
Jones. He thought the
turnout of some 1,500 people was one of the best he
has ever seen. “That was
very eye opening and
touching just seeing that.”
Along the way Jones ran
into situations that required
additional assistance. He
admits working with contractors was a bit challenging at the start. “Just having
the contractor understand
my vision and what I’m
looking for and being able
to have him replicate it was
the biggest challenge in the
whole thing,” Jones said.
But through it all he had
someone to bounce his
questions off of. His associate Ward Friszolowski was
a sort of mentor heading
out to the job site meetings
to assist with the process,

or stopping by to take a
look and help Jones decipher his next move.
“I leaned on him a lot,”
said Jones who relied heavily on Friszolowski’s guidance,
expertise
and
experience. “It was invaluable; he was a great guy in
helping me understand.”
Although Jones resided
in St. Petersburg in the beginning phases of the project, he currently calls
Orlando home. He tirelessly commuted the
roughly 200 mile round trip
to oversee the completion
of the Douglas Jamerson Jr.
Midtown Center and couldn’t be more overjoyed with
the people he met along the
way.
He sat on the Board of
Directors for a local charter
school situated near the
site. He would take students out to the site to get a
behind the scenes look and
generate interest in a possible college choice for them
after graduation.
“A lot of them had never
seen anything like that,”
said Jones who recognizes
that most of the students he
came in contact with live in
the community. “This is
something that’s going to
have a big impact going forward.”
Working with the folks
at SPC was also a great ex-

perience for Jones. He credited Law for his commitment to ensuring a building
to the community that is
awesome to behold. “I
think they allowed a lot of
latitude that we wouldn’t
have received from another
client or another owner, and
I think that’s because they
wanted it to be something
special for the community.”
These days Jones still
has his nose to the grindstone. He’s currently working at Harvard Jolly’s
Orlando office where he
has his hands on a couple of
projects for the Orange
County Public Schools.
With a new wife and a baby
on the way, Jones is looking
forward to fatherhood and
the opportunity to build
again in the St. Petersburg
area.
Beginning this fall, SPC
will offer certificates in advanced manufacturing, clinical medical assisting,
computer support and early
childhood education. Associate in science degrees are
offered in entrepreneurship, human services and
associate in arts degrees
will also be offered.
Classes begin Mon.,
Aug. 17, so hurry and
apply! Go to www.spcollege.edu for more information.

African American
Graduates of 1975, Inc.,
will host class reunion
ST. PETERSBURG —
The African American
Graduates of 1975, Inc., will
celebrate their 40th Class
Reunion, Aug. 28 - 30 at the
Dolphin Beach Resort, St.
Pete Beach. The 40th Reunion theme is “Reunited,
and it Feels So Good.”
All South Pinellas
County high school graduates of 1975 are requested
to register immediately if
they have not already done
so. Additionally, this invite
includes those who were

seventh graders at Sixteen
Street Jr. High School during the 1969 -70 school
year. An invitation is also
extended to the Classes of
1974 and 1976 to be a part
of the celebration.
For additional information,
please
visit
www.theaag1975.com, their
Facebook, or contact Ralph
Ferguson, class contact
person at (727) 328-8605 or
Sandra Fletcher, vice president at (813) 920-5927 or
dovesign22@hotmail.com

The SCLC voter’s
registration drive
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Pinellas Chapter of the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)
will be partnering with
Childs Park YMCA Sat.,
Aug. 22 from 9-11 a.m. for
their annual back-to-school
backpack event. The event,
coordinating by Executive
Director Deborah FiggsSanders, is located at 691
43rd St. S, St Pete.
The SCLC with host a
voter’s registration drive
vendor table for non-registered voters in our community. August 6 was the 50th
anniversary of the Voting
Rights Act, which was a re-

sult of the Civil Rights
Movement, led by the
founder of the SCLC, the
late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.
Event will include a
backpack giveaway with
school supplies, free school
uniforms, a host of vendors
and of course, voter’s registration drive.
SCLC President Toriano Parker and Executive
Director Jeff Copeland is
encouraging everyone to
come out and support this
great event because African
Americans are failing to exercise their rights as citizens and vote.



The grand opening of the SPC Midtown campus brought hundreds out to
celebrate educational opportunities in Midtown Sat., Aug. 1.
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Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Phone: 727-894-1734

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com

2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Ministry Event Marketing
From PASTORS page 1

Most hailed from St. Petersburg and Tampa, but some
made the long trip from
Bradenton. “We know when
we have leaders in the house
and it sets the stage for you to
do miracles and wonders,”
said Phillip.
One-by-one Phillip named
off the sponsors and short tidbits about the services they
offer. Mark Baker with 4MYCAUSE.US has come up with
a program that promises to
bless ministries. And the
great part about it? It’s free.
He has created a loyalty
card program for churches to
use as a fundraising tool.
These cards are distributed to
church members, neighbors,
family and friends. Each time
a card is used at participating
merchants, money is set aside
for the congregation.
“We come from different
places,” said Baker who believes even though there are
many congregations, every
one serves under one church.
“We may look different, talk
different, have different ideas,
but we serve one God.”
Next on the list was
Re:Member, a pictorial
church directory created just
for ministries at no charge. If
you want to collect names,
phone numbers and provide a
resource back to your members, they have digital and
print directories available.
Dinner guests were provided
with pamphlets and a gift bag
filled with more information.
An organizer of the dinner
was India Nicole Welch, who
tragically passed away in a car
accident just days after the
event. Welch has been described throughout the community as an up and coming
inspirational artist and motivational speaker. She released
her first book, “Goodbye Fear,
Hello Victory!” back in December. “Talk about someone who
has the heart of the Lord,” said
Phillip. “That sister, she’s such
a giving person.”
The evenings keynote
speaker was described as
food for the soul, and a man
who lives and breathes God.

Pastor Jermaine Gordon confidently took control of the
room. He touched on the recent killings in Tennessee before hitting visiting pastors
with some truths.
“Pastors are some of the
most misunderstood people
in this world,” Gordon proclaimed. “We try to see who
looks the best, who smells the
best, but let the truth be told,
sometimes we as pastors are
the most messed up people in
the entire church.”
For Gordon it’s all about
recognizing that men and
women of the cloth are people
too with the same old issues
as everyone else. The only
difference in Gordon’s eyes is
that there is an unspoken rule
that says it all has to be kept
to oneself. You can’t share,
but they’re all coming and
dumping their problems all
on you.”
He feels in order to fully
understand your calling and
minister properly, a pastor has
to make a complete mess of
their own life. To be relatable
to the congregation members
who walk through their
doors.
Gordon has served as a
senior pastor of St. James
Baptist Church in Bushnell. It
is noted as one of the fastest
growing ministries in Central
Florida. Perhaps it’s due to his
willingness to speak on the
unspeakable topics.
“You better be careful
who you call your sounding
board,” warned Gordon revealing that sometimes a
preacher’s worst enemy is another preacher. “All of us got
a little hater in us somewhere.”
He brought up the big
churches and warned against
those in charge of smaller
ministries from putting too
much emphasis in comparing
the two. “We have to understand that God did not call us
all to be in mega ministries,”
he said citing there is a difference between a mega church
and a mega ministry. “You
may have a mega ministry in
you, but your church may not

be; you’re still touching people.”
Gordon went on to discuss positions in the church,
warning pastors on hiring
based on a popularity contest,
or whom you’re chummy
with. Instead he suggests
picking people based on their
specialties and gifts, but also if
they are right for the church
setting.
“Just because they’re a
school teacher doesn’t mean
that they should be a Sunday
school teacher,” he said.
It took Gordon awhile to
get to the point where he
could speak his mind freely
and feel he was making a difference in the church. He instructs that what works in one
area one time, may not be
beneficial under different circumstances or in different demographic
He encouraged his fellow
men and women of the cloth
to take care of their mind,
body and soul. To eat healthy,
think healthy and know their
limits.
“I had to take the ‘S’ off
my chest and understand that
everything that they teach
you in seminary is not going
to work,” he said. Gordon believes God sent everyone
here for a reason and that pastors, although at times needing to carry heavy loads, have
to realize they are not Jesus.
“The more that you understand that, then you have
freed yourself from the
bondage of trying to do
everything.”
The evening was rounded
off with a hearty dinner of
chicken, meatloaf, yellow rice,
and vegetables while pastors
from all around the Bay Area
enjoyed prayer and inspirational songs.
Ministry Event Marketing creates Inspiring brand
messaging, and makes community outreach simple. They
also offer full service printing
and website and graphic design services. To learn more
about Ministry Event Marketing, please log on to ministryeventmarketing.com.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Elevation Basketball Camp a big success
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The first Elevation Basketball
Camp for elementary, middle
and high school students was
a slam dunk success Sat. and
Sun., Aug 1-2 at the Thomas
“Jet” Jackson Recreation Center. The two-day basketball
training evaluation event was
put together by Sean Morrison who works for the Parks
and Recreation Dept. for the
City of St. Petersburg.
Morrison’s goal was to
come up with an end to summer project that would be
fun, educational, safe and
positive for the kids.
“Since I work for the city,
I knew what I had to do to
make this happen for the
kids,” said Morrison.
Children started pouring
into the professionally
equipped gym to sign up as
soon as the doors opened at
9 a.m. Saturday. Girls as well
as boys came out to sharpen
their hoop skills.
The coaches started the
event by gathering the students together to welcome
them and to expose them to
what would be happening
over the two-day period.
Next, the young people were
divided into six exercise drill
lines, and the 20-minute
warm-ups began.

“Let’s go, move it!” “Pick
those feet up!” “Squat lower!”
“Hold the position longer,”
was what could be heard.
What
might
have
seemed like an eternity for
some of the young and gifted
athletes, was no more than
20 minutes as the commands continued.
At around 10 a.m. the
coaches divided the participants into four groups: defensive skills drills, offensive
dribble and shoot exercises,
strength and endurance
training and scrimmage
games rounded out the first
day of activities.
Sunday started similarly
to Saturday except the kids’
performances on the court
was being individually evaluated. At the end of the day,
13 participants received
awards in various categories:
• Serrel Smith and
Bryce Brown received the
Elevation Camp MVP award
for overall performance excellence.
• Eric James and Coby
Quarterman received King
of Court Awards.
• The three Hot Shot
Champions were L. James,
M. Johnson, and J. Newsome.
• Elevation Knock Out
Champions were L. Woods
and J. Baud.
• The 3-Point Champi-

ons were M. Curry and
Corey Quarterman.
• R. Harris won the Free
Throw Award, and L.
Speights won the Agility
MVP Award.
Morrison said the kids
only get three months out of
the year to play against each
other at the centers in the
city. However, his aspirations
reach beyond the boundaries of St. Petersburg.
“One day I’d like to see
us playing kids in other cities
across the Tampa Bay area,
such as Dunedin, Tarpon
Spring, Tampa and maybe
even outside of this metro
area,” concluded Morrison.
The
coaches
who
worked alongside Morrison
to make the first Elevation
Basketball Camp a success
by signing up over 70 applicants were Mike Morrison,
Tracy Parks, Reggie Reed,
Marcus Morrison, Kory
Crumbly, Darrien Mack, Anthony “Bubba” OGunli, Ed
Rolax and Geno Green.
Morrison views sports as
a positive way to help young
people develop citizenship,
teamwork skills and motivation to do well in life.
If you are interested in
signing your son or daughter
up for next year’s Elevation
Camp and sports activities
throughout the year, please
call (727) 686-0994.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Celebrating a life well-lived
From 90 YEARS, page 1

stop professing his genuine
love for Johnnie. “I love you
and you know that.”
Davis credits Johnnie for
many of his successes in the
40 plus years he worked as
police chief and deputy
mayor here in the city and
fondly recalls the crime
watch meetings at Johnnie’s
house. “She’s got a very special punch,” he revealed.
Although known by her
family and friends as a kidder
for speaking with everyone
in a joking way, she is looked
upon with reverence. Her
words are always words of
wisdom and good direction.
Her legacy is rooted in her
unselfish donation of her
time and energy to anyone
and to whatever needed to be
done in the community. And
she gave freely of herself, no
strings attached. “All of that
giving, all of that generosity
for the city, she did out of the
kindness of her heart,” said
Davis.
Her infinite wisdom expanded to local elections as

sure when people came they
could celebrate her life the
way we do as her children.”
Johnnie is known for her
unwavering
faith
and
strength. Always there to
lend a helping hand, those
who spoke had nothing but
kind words and fond memories of their many years together.
Goliath Davis refers to
Johnnie as “the jewel of St.
Pete,” noting her tendency to
get involved in whatever
needs doing. Her legacy is indelible. In law enforcement
she was not only a community organizer for the Fruitland Heights Neighborhood
Association where she lived,
but was elected its president.
She was the first crime watch
coordinator for south St.
Pete.
“You all won’t believe
that she’s 90 because if you
saw her come in tonight she
did her jig, she did her dance,
she does what she always
does and just lives with vitality,” said Davis who couldn’t

Lesia Clark - Happy 90th
birthday to you and many more.

Jimmie Katrina Nealy Wish you all the best.

Hope Crews - Many
blessings, good health
and lots of money.

Deborah Bivens EvansHappy birthday to
sweet 16.

Betty Gardner - Happy
birthday and many,
many more.

Pat Dennard Welch I pray you enjoy your
birthday and have a
fabulous time.

Barry Haugabook Love you darlin’!

Thomas Packer - Ms.
Mack knows some
secrets of Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity, trust me.

younger to present day. “I
wanted to reminisce a little
bit,” he said holding up a pair
of granny panties.
“This is the way she was
when I met her. She’s a little
smaller now, about 4’ 5”, and
a little thinner. I’ve been trying to get her married for
about 40 something years,
but no one could come up to
her standards. I’d thought
tonight I’d jazz it up for her
birthday,” he said while putting down the granny panties
and holding up a black
thong. “For all you guys out
there who are looking for a
beautiful bride..,” Wilson said
as the crowd roared with
laughter.
Thomas
Packer
of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity got
the joint roaring when he
blurted out: “Your mama’s a
cutie.” He remembers making her an honorary member
after finding out she was
using a secret key to enter
the frat house and clean for
the men. When he told her
she just couldn’t be coming

Donna & Paul McRae - May God
bless you for the rest of your life.

Larry Walker - The wonderful, incomparable,
intergalactically renown Johnnie Mack
turning 90 years young.

June & Ethel Lockhart - Last year
you told me you made 100 but you
must have gone back this year.

Aaron Williams When I moved here in ‘68
hers was the first home I
went to. Happy birthday.

You find some money to get
Mrs. Mack all that stuff,’”
Gordon said as he remarked
how no one could understand why she had the best
resource center in city.
Johnnie’s kindness and
generosity has been evident
for decades. CW Wilson
transferred to St. Petersburg
from Philadelphia back in the
late 1960s. Transplanted and
knowing no one, Wilson was
staying at a hotel when he
happened upon Johnnie.
“She went home, talked
to her mom and a day or so
later, they took me in,” said
Wilson who 40 years later
can still brag about their
closeness. They speak every
week even now and Wilson
couldn’t hold back his love
and admiration for the sweet
lady who doesn’t stand a hair
over four feet.
The crowd couldn’t hold
back tears of laughter
though
when
Wilson
whipped out some props to
show a comparison to Johnnie back when they were

Gabrielle Alfonso - The only
woman who can call me Gypsy
and I love her more for it.

Lenzo & Sharon Canty Happy birthday to the
queen.

Charles McNorton Happy birthday and may you
have many more to come.

Monica Perry - I love
you and I miss you.

Phillip Evans Stick around. You
have to make the
wedding.

well as local causes. Both
Davis and former Assistant
Chief of Police Cedric Gordon agreed that all it took for
a candidate to win was a picture of Johnnie on a poster
and her endorsement. “We
knew we were going to get
people out and vote,” said
Davis.
For more than 30 years
she has been a constant fixture as a volunteer for the
City of St. Petersburg Police
Department Resource Center.
Johnnie and Gordon kept
the fact that they are cousins
to themselves and he joked
about her having the nicest
equipped resource center in
the city. “She would come
into my office and say, ‘I need
this and I need that,’” said
Gordon who usually relented, but Johnnie knew
how to get around that.
“The next thing I know I
would be getting a call from
Goliath saying: ‘Cedric, I
know you all got a hundred
million dollars down there.

Annie Bell - Happy
birthday, Johnnie.

Gertie & Wyatt Howard We wish you many years
of happiness.

Teresa Brown You made it to 90,
thank God.

Al White - Hey, Ms. Mack. You
know I’m still watching you.
You’re my girlfriend. You know
the secret you and I got. Love
you so, so, so much.

in like that, he decided to
pledge her into the fraternity.
“Ms. Mack actually
showed up,” he joked and recalled all the frat brothers
putting their arms around
her as they recited the honorary speech and made her a
member forever. “She will
tell you she wears a lot of purple and gold and she knows
the sign.”
A video presentation
showing photos contributed
by family and friends was
viewed by all while guests enjoyed dinner and a delicious
birthday cake for dessert.
But before the night came to
a close, Ms. Johnnie Mack
took a moment to say a few
words to all those who came
to wish her well and share in
her life accomplishments.
I love you and I’m glad
that you could come to the
birthday of a 16-year-old girl,”
she joked. “And on my next
party I want everybody to be
here with me because I ain’t
going nowhere.”

Georgia Adams Congratulations on your
90th birthday.

Dorothy Bell - God has
really blessed you with
gift of years.

Launa Bacon I hope that you have
many years to come.

Joann Lambert Love you, love you,
love you.

Mike & Karen Link We have all the respect
in the world for you and
we love you. Happy
birthday.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Author, columnist Charles Blow to kick off Presidential Events Series
ST. PETERSBURG —
Author and New York
Times columnist Charles
Blow will speak at Eckerd
College Fox Hall on Tues.,
Sept. 8 at 7:30 p.m. The
talk, which is free and open
to the public, is the kickoff
event for the annual Presidential Events Series.
Blow writes frequently
about politics, public opinion and social justice in his
op-ed column, which began
in 2008. He took an unusual
route to the high-profile position, joining The Times in
1994 as a graphics editor.
He became the paper’s design director for news before leaving in 2006 to
become the art director of
National Geographic magazine. Before The Times, he
was a graphic artist at The
Detroit News.
Blow grew up in Gibsland, La., and graduated

magna cum laude from
Grambling State University.
He recounts his path from
poverty to the country’s
most prestigious newspaper in his 2014 memoir,
“Fire Shut Up in My
Bones.” The book was chosen this year as the summer reading assignment
for Eckerd’s first-year students.
The book is a beautifully written and astounding story. Blow describes
his childhood in poverty,
his molestation by a cousin
and an uncle, his alcoholic
father and the unconditional sustenance from his
mother.
The complexity of
human sexuality is discussed openly in “Fire Shut
Up in My Bones” as he confronts a culture of masculinity that defines acceptable
male behavior. Along the

way he marries, divorces
and entertains the possibility that he is bisexual.
These conflicts are at the
heart of his journey and
central to the human experience.
Alice Walker called his
book “a luminous memoir
that digs deep into territory
I’ve longed to read about in
black men’s writing…”
Blow is also a frequent
commentator on CNN and
MSNBC.
The Presidential Events
Series continues Thurs.,
Sept. 17, when Nobel Peace
Prize Laureate Leymah
Gbowee will speak at 7
p.m. at Fox Hall. In her talk,
“Building Peace When
Communities
Are
in
Pieces: The Liberian Experience,” she will discuss the
women’s peace movement
she led in her native Liberia
and her current efforts as

founder and president of a
non-profit group that provides educational and leadership opportunities to
girls, women and youth in
Liberia.
Gbowee’s efforts played
a major role in ending the
Second Liberian Civil War
in 2003. For her work she
was awarded the 2011
Nobel Peace Prize. Her
memoir, Mighty Be Our
Powers: How Sisterhood,
Prayer and Sex Changed a
Nation at War (2011), is an
honest and revealing portrayal of the effort to organize a coalition of Liberian
Christian and Muslim
women to oppose the warlords and ruthless President Charles Taylor.
Her memoir also displays her own personal
struggles. Her Ted Talk,
“Unlock the intelligence,
passion, greatness of girls,”

has been viewed nearly a
million times. Her talk is
free and open to the public.
The Presidential Events
Series is designed to enhance the intellectual and
cultural life of the college
community by bringing
well-known
scholars,
artists, scientists and distinguished individuals to the
campus.
This year’s series is part
of a campus-wide discussion of race, class, gender
and sexuality in the contemporary American experience,
including
the
empirical, social, artistic,
historical, personal, environmental and spiritual dimensions common to our
human experience and
quests for meaning and
purpose.
For more information,
go to eckerd.edu/events or
call (727) 864-7979.

speaking skills to S.T.Y.L.E.
Student
after
student
thanked their counselors
for the knowledge, life experiences and confidence
they received over the summer.
“There was a time in my
life when I didn’t understand what success looked
like, but because of this program, now I know,” said one
student, Narasipur Srinivasa.
Pinellas County Judge
Michael Andrews who over-

sees both Pasco and Pinellas County Sixth Judicial
Circuit gave a powerful testimony to the members of
the graduating class. He explained that although he
came from poverty, was labeled a troubled child and
had little to no support from
his family, he was able to
overcome every obstacle in
his path.
“There is only one person in this room who is
going to decide what you
become in your lifetime,

Charles Blow

Leymah Gbowee

S.T.Y.L.E. 2015 graduation
BY ANALEIGH SBRANA
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Last
Fri., Aug. 7 friends, family,
and Pinellas County School
Board members came together at the Poynter Institute to celebrate the
graduation of 50 students
from this year’s Summer
Training In Youth Leadership and Employment Program (otherwise known as
S.T.Y.L.E.).
The S.T.Y.L.E. program

is provided by the Pinellas
County Urban League for
students in Pinellas. These
teenagers spent eight
weeks at Pinellas Technical
College and St. Petersburg
College working with positive role models, learning
work place readiness skills,
effective business communication, professional business attire, responsible
financing, team building exercises, entrepreneurship
and resume building.
They also had the oppor-

tunity to travel to different
colleges, government buildings and cities throughout
the state. School Board
member Rene Flowers described the program as
“making sure students were
on time, dressed for success
and prepared for their future.”
During the recognition
ceremony, many students
spoke of their time in the
program. Speaking with
both ease and eloquence,
many attributed their public

and that is person is you, he
said. “If someone comes up
to you and tries to convince
you that you are not capable
of achieving your dreams,
you just spend that time
proving them wrong,” Andrews said.
At the end of the ceremony, each graduate received a certificate and a
financial incentive reward
honoring their hard work
and dedication to the program, to each other and
themselves.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 




    
   
  
  
   



Queen Street Church of God in Christ

 

  







 


 

  








3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:



Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.



Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence

  
  









 


 
     
  
  





  


 

  

Pastors Dexter

 

 
 
  



 

 







Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence

Victory Christian Center Church

 

 
 

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.





Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356


 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.





 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central core, the belief
that we are a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a lost
world hungry and thirsty for
the word of God. At St. Mark,
we as a body of believers are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God
for the awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Coming in August
Pre Anniversary Activities
St. Mark Celebrates 84 Years of
God’s Blessings… Standing on
His Promises (Deuteronomy
28: 1-14). Pre Anniversary Activities are starred

Aug 13 - Flyer distribution for Back to School Bash

in the Child’s Park @ 6 p.m.
Aug 16 - Right Hand of Fellowship for New Members during 10:45 a.m. service
Aug 19 - St. Mark sponsored Annual Back to School
Bash for the Child’s Park Community-6 p.m. Our opportunity
to share the Gospel, provide information about Available Social Services, food & Prizes,
Coupons for Haircuts and Hairdos and a Free Back Pack with
School Supplies
Aug 26-29 - Convening of
Congress No. 2 with Southside
Tabernacle hosting.
Aug 29 - *84th Church Anniversary Event: Movie Spectacular for the St. Mark Family,
1-4 p.m.
Aug 30 - *Shades of Orange
(wear different shades of orange) during 10:45 a.m. service
Mission Emphasis Sunday: Operation Love
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All

Friendship MBC
are invited to come out and join
us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out to study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday:
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday:
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study
every
Wednesday
evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month: 7:30 p.m.

Tried, tested and approved
The Mt. Calvary M. B.
Church, known to many as
“CALVARY” would like to
invite the community to
their Pastor-Rev. Dr. Deborah R. Green’s 2nd Pastoral
Appreciation celebration.
The event is scheduled
from, Wed., Aug. 19
through Sun., Aug. 23. The
theme for the week of celebration is: Tried, Tested
and Approved, coming
from NIV-I Thessalonians
2:4 and the colors are:
Black, White and Sliver.
The line up includes:
Wed. 8/19/2015 – Victory
Christian Center, Pastor
Claude Williams, Thurs.
8/20/2015 – 10th Street
Church of God – Pastor
Carl Mobley and Fri. Cal-

vary Worship Center – Pastor Fred Hinton. The celebration will also include an
Apperception Brunch that
will be held at the Historical
Manhattan Casino and Rev.
Dr. Louis Murphy from Mt.
Zion Progressive M.B.
Church will serve as guest
speaker. The celebration
will close with Friendship
M. B. Church “The SHIP”
and Rev. Dr. John A. Evens
who is Pastor Deborah’s Father and Mentor in the
Gospel.
All week night services
will be held at “CALVARY”
2321 Hartford St. S. And
the closing service will be
hosted by Mt. Pilgrim M.B.
Church, 4000 5th Ave. S.;
where Rev. Clark Hazley is

Friday, Aug. 14, at 7 pm Please
bring your chairs and/or blanket along with a dish to share.
Remember this event is open to
the community, so feel free to
bring a friend. For more information, please contact Toni
Walker at 727-418-1793.
The Family Touch Team
Ministry invites you to a meet
and greet, “Make Your Way to
the Zone!” on Sun., Aug. 30 after
the 10 am service in the parking
lot. Rain location will be the 3rd
floor. Come and get acquainted
with your Family Touch Team
Zones and what resources are
available to assist you!
College Prep 101 needs
Support Team Volunteers to assist high school students and
parents in preparing for college.
Come to a meeting on Tuesday,
August 4th at 6:30pm in the
Youth Chapel to learn how you
can join one of our Support
Teams in this worthwhile endeavor! For more information
contact Kathie Lewis at 727-8944311 or at mtzioncollegeprep@
mzprogressive.org.
Get Ready to set sail with
the Sistahs Surviving Breast

Senior Pastor.
FMI: please contact Sis.
Beatiz Harvey at 727-2243348. We extend Blessing,
Favor and Overflow to you
and we pray that you will
share in this experience
with us.

Cancer on the Royal Caribbean’s
“Freedom of the Seas”, April 3rd
– 10th,2016. This is a cruise you
don’t want to miss. For more information contact Sis. Carolyn
Swanson @ 727-215-8952 or Sis.
Cheryl Clinton @ 727-692-6477.
Stay Connected by keeping
us updated. If your address or
other information has changed
just check the change of address
box on your envelope or go to
www.mzprogressive.org and
click the resources link. All personal info is kept confidential
and is for church use only.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and more
by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER and YOUTUBE
(Keyword: MZPMBC). Visit
our website and let’s get connected today! www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements,
contact the church office. Mt.
Zion Progressive MBC 955 20th
St. S., St. Petersburg Florida.
727-894-4311,
email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

First Mt. Zion
The Youth department
will be sponsoring a fish fry
on the church grounds
on Sat., Aug. 15 from 10- 2
p.m. Come and get a fresh
hot sandwich for the low
price of $6.
The Back to School
Committee will be giving
out
school
supplies

Sat., Aug. 15 at 1647 Canterbury Rd. N from 11-2 p.m.
First Mt. Zion plans to
hold a spirit filled revival
starting Wed., Aug. 19 thru
Fri., Aug. 21. Nightly services begin at 7:30 p.m. The
revivalist for this year is the
Reverend James Holt, pastor of the True Faith and

Sat., Aug. 15, 8 am – Family
and Friends Reunion Choir
Workshop - 7 pm - THE FAMILY
AND FRIENDS REUNION
CHOIR IN CONCERT
FAMILY AND FRIENDS
DAY
Sun., Aug. 16 - 7:45 am –
Bishop Zema Florence, Pastor,
Holy Cathedral Pentecostal

Church. 10:45 am – Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander, Jr., Pastor, Elizabeth
Missionary Baptist Church, Arcadia. 4 pm – Installation Service
for St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church of Port Tampa – New
Pastor – Rev. Carressio Reeves –
Pastor Evans is asking the Adult
and Male Choirs, Ushers and
Members to go and Fellowship.
Aug. 17-19 – 7 PM - REVIVAL 2015 - Our Guest Evangelist is Dr. Marcus Davidson,
Pastor, Mount Olive Baptist
Church, Fort Lauderdale,
Florida
Aug. 20-21 – Pre-Back to
School Camp, Kindergarten to
Grade 5, Camp Hours 6:30 AM 6 PM, – Registration deadline is
Fri., Aug. 14, the Community is
welcomed. See Sharon Wilson
and Gale Jenkins, who will be
stationed in the Atrium at the
Camp's Registration table. Reliable Volunteers are Needed.
Contact the Church Office for
additional details and donations
(727) 906-8300.
Aug. 22 – 10 am – WALKING
FOR SOULS (WFS) – An Evangelism Ministry Event.
Aug. 23 - 4 pm - Friendship is
Fellowshipping with Mt. Calvary
Missionary Baptist Church,
2331 Hartford Street S, St. Petersburg, Dr. Deborah A. Green,
Senior Pastor. Pastor Evans is
asking the Adult and Male

Choirs, Ushers and Members to
go and Fellowship with Mt. Calvary in their Celebration.
Sun., Aug. 30 - 4 pm - Friendship is Fellowshipping with
Travelers Rest Missionary Baptist Church, 2183 22nd Avenue
S, St. Petersburg, Dr. Wm. Mark
Greene, Senior Pastor. Pastor
Evans is asking the Adult and
Male Choirs, Ushers and Members to go and Fellowship with
Travelers Rest Pastor's Anniversary Celebration.
Thought for the Week: What
makes a good person? One who
knows how to be a friend, treats others well, attends to the needs of others, or in the words of Jesus, Love ye
one another as I have loved you.
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail without YOU! For additional information
on any of the announcements, please
contact us by the following methods: Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, Florida 33712 Church Office:
(727)
906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net & CLICK on the PASTOR'S
IMAGE at the top of the Page. Also,
USTREAM - Visit West Coast Baptist
District
Association
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH?
Call our Transportation Ministry –
(727) 906-8300 and LEAVE YOUR
INFORMATION.

August at a get ready glance

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr.
and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to join us
not only in Sunday worship, but
also throughout the week for
various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 PM.
The Mt. Zion Music Performing Arts and Choirs presents “Every Praise” Concert on
Saturday, Aug. 15 at 4 pm at
Gibbs High School. Donation is
$10. Tickets are now available
through MPAC ministries. For
more information or to purchase
tickets contact Min. Kevin Parrott on ext 275. Disclosure: The
School board of Pinellas County
is neither sponsoring nor affiliated with this event.
Please join the Singles’ Ministry on Fri., Aug. 14, at 7 pm at
Bay Vista for lively biblical discussion and get scriptures to
help us deal with the day to day
struggles of being Single. Some
of the topics will be: Loneliness
Temptation Fear Self Esteem
Frustration Stress And more
Where: Bay Vista 7000 4th St S
St. Petersburg, FL 33705 When:

NEED A PLACE TO CALL
HOME?
LOOKING FOR A
CHURCH THAT IS “FIRED UP?”
The Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, the Pastor, Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Official Family and the
entire Church Family extend to you
a cordial invitation to join “THE
SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45 am or
the 10:45 am worship service, and
Sunday Church School at 9:30 am.
Pray for our Sick, Shut-in, Children,
Men/Women in Uniform, and Bereaved Families. WEDNESDAY
NIGHT AT 7 PM – THE COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO JOIN US
IN SOMETHING REALLY REALLY
GREAT – BIBLE STUDY, STUDYING FROM 1ST JOHN, CHAPTER
3.
AUGUST AT A GLANCE
Aug. 13-14 – 7 pm - 5th Annual
Family and Friends Reunion Choir
Workshop, THE COMMUNITY AS
WELL AS PAST MEMBERS ARE
welcomed to be a part of this REUNION CHOIR WORKSHOP.
There is a registration fee which includes a t-shirt!
Aug. 15 – 9 am – THE 33 SERIES FOR MEN – A COMMUNITY
EVENT ALL MEN ARE WELCOMED.

Deliverance Church of our
city.
All are invited to come
hear God’s word that is
needed to feed, revive and
encourage our souls.
First Mt. Zion is located
at 1121 22nd St. S. Reverend Wallace Elliott, Sr. is
pastor.

Aug. 13-15 - 5th Annual Family
and Friends Reunion Choir Workshop,
everyone is welcomed to be a part of
this music extravaganza
Aug. 15 – 7 pm - REUNION
CHOIR CONCERT Sun., Aug. 16. 7:45

am – Bishop Zema Florence and the
Holy Cathedral Pentecostal Church.
10:45 am – Speaker TBA. 4 pm – Installation Service for St. Mark MBC of
Port Tampa – New Pastor – Rev. Carressio Reeves – Pastor is asking for

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

Churches making
history

OUR support.
Aug. 17-19 – 7 PM REVIVAL 2015
Our Guest Evangelist is Dr. Marcus
Davidson, Pastor Mount Olive Baptist
Church Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

History was made Sunday,
August 9, 205 in the City of St.
Petersburg. There was an afternoon service celebrating the
First Pastoral Anniversary of
Rev. Dr. Doral R. Pulley, the
Spiritual Leader of Unity of Midtown. Rev. Frank Peterman, the
Senior Pastor of Rock of Jesus
Baptist Church, was the guest
speaker.
Rev. Peterman
brought his ministerial staff,
choir and members of his congregation to the fellowship service.
In the 57 Year history of
Unity of Midtown (formerly
Unity Temple of Truth Church),
there had never been an afternoon service with a Baptist
church and speaker. The service was an amalgamation of the
Baptist tradition of hand clapping and foot stomping as well
as Unity practices of meditation
and affirmations. Parishioners
from both congregations entered the service a little nervous
not knowing what to expect.
Congregants left the service
feeling inspired saying that their
hearts and minds were open to
endless possibilities.
Rev. Peterman gave a profound message entitled, “Uncommon Leadership” from I
Corinthians 3:6-7. The two ministers have planned another fellowship service before the year
is out with Dr. Pulley and Unity
of Midtown serving as the guest
speaker and congregation at
Rock of Jesus.
History continues to be
made this week with Pastor
Wm. Mark Greene and Travelers’ Rest Missionary Baptist
Church closing out the pastoral
anniversary services at 4:00 pm
at Unity of Midtown 511
Prescott Street South.
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